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Executive Summary
The Italian Cultural Centre, “Il Centro” has been focal point of the Metro Vancouver Italian 
community since 1977. Built by pioneering Italians who shared the vision of an Italian 
village, it acts as the anchor to the community – a place in which to share the culture, value 
and heritage of the Italian community.

An opportunity exists to transform the Italian Cultural Centre into a vibrant destination for 
current and future generations, and Bosa Properties is considering partnering with the 
Italian Cultural Centre on the revitalization of the facility. 

Before preparing preliminary plans, Bosa Properties wanted to learn more about the 
history of the Italian Cultural Centre and the members’ ideas for the future. Over the course 
of three months, Bosa Properties, together with Henriquez Partners Architects and Brook 
Pooni Associates, conducted a series of consultation sessions with Italian Cultural Centre 
members and stakeholders.

Throughout the consultation sessions, an overall passion and love for the Centre became 
evident. Several themes and ideas and emerged that related to maintaining the culture 
and community of the Centre; expanding its services for a variety of age groups; offering 
education and recreation opportunities for both Il Centro members and nearby residents; 
creating a vibrant village; securing a financially sound future; and ensuring the best 
possible outcome for the Centre. 

This report summarizes the comments received from members and stakeholders over four 
consultation sessions held on July 21st, July 30th, August 27th and September 3rd, 2015.
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Future of the Italian Cultural Centre: 
Consultation Session #1
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2015

Attendees:

Project Team

• Colin Bosa, Bosa Properties 

• Gregory Henriquez,  
Henriquez Partners Architects

• Patricia Tewfik,  
Henriquez Partners Architects

• Gary Pooni, Brook Pooni Associates

• Dan Watson, Brook Pooni Associates

Italian Cultural Centre 

• Mauro Vescera 

• Luca Citton

• Fabio Rasotto

Participants/Contributors

• Celso Boscariol

• Gemma Scotton

• Anna Terana 

• Michael Murazzo

• Nick Ranzone

• Artura Cusinato

• Michelle Ciovello

Not In Attendance

• Vito Bruno

• Ernesto Salvi

• Ray Culo
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Summary of Team Comments
The discussion began with a brief introduction to all participants and to the project. 
This covered the process to date, early discussions that have taken place regarding the 
vision and future of the Italian Cultural Centre, as well as the relationship between the 
Italian Cultural Centre (ICC) and Bosa, Henriquez Partners Architects and Brook Pooni 
Associates. 

Participants were then invited to share their personal experiences and discuss what 
possibilities they envision for the future of the ICC.  

The project team also addressed some participant concerns regarding financial risk, 
phasing of the project to keep the ICC open during construction, and the potential to 
create a Cultural Centre that sets a world-class standard. 

Summaries of Contributor Comments

Emergent Themes

• Culture (6)

• Creating a destination (6)

• Financial security and growth (6)

• Attracting youth (5)

• Volunteerism (5)

• Creating a village (4)

• Shops and services (4) 

• Involving youth in process (3) 

• Struggle and adversity (3)

• Family (3)

• Education (3) 

• Children (2)

• Community (2) 

• Language (2)

• Operational continuity (2)

• Immigration history (2)

• ICC history (2)

• Capacity building (1) 

• Visibility (1)
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Anna Terana
Key themes: Family, Immigration history, Community, Struggle and 
adversity, Education, Children, Volunteerism, ICC history, Culture, 
Financial security.

• Spoke about the difficulty of getting established in the early days. The first event 
when the Centre opened in 1977 was held with no roof on the building. “It was a 
fight, but it was a good fight. There was some resistance to come to this site – Thank 
God we have this site.”

• Spoke of volunteerism – volunteered with the newspaper for 40 years. Was here 
every week working on newspaper during 10 months of construction – witnessed the 
labour and time that went into building the place. 

• The site has gone through many stages of development, including re-acquiring land, 
building homes, as well as the Osteria and other parts of the complex. Had been a 
number of ideas, including a daycare, school, cultural hall, theatre, sports/gym, and 
seniors’ homes. Many functions like museum exhibits and fundraisers ended up 
being operated out of the Trattoria. 

• Spoke of the potential to put a daycare and seniors home together, building a 
“community of families.” 

• Schooling for children is an important part of preserving Italian culture, which is 
central to the ICC. 

• Wants to pass on the culture from the generations who had lived it in Italy. 

• Expressed that she was happy to see Bosa was on board with the project.
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Gemma Scotton 
Key Themes: Financial security, Family, Children, Language, Struggle 
and adversity, Education, Operational continuity, Community, Culture, 
ICC history.

• Key concern is debt and finances; does not want the ICC taking on too much risk. 

• Concern with construction phasing and continuity – many events essential for cultural 
and financial continuity, so the Centre must remain open during construction.

• Helped grow the Centre and the school through fundraising, getting a group of 
women together to host bingos, building it from nothing.  “It was hard and money 
was tight. It was a very difficult time to go through.”

• People started to say “We need a house, we need a place to stay.” 

• “We had to defend our community and culture together.” “This is a house for the 
community. What is a family without a house? We wanted that so badly.“

• New Centre should have things Italians can use. “We want the best Centre you can 
imagine.” “This is our house and we have to maintain this house.”

• Pleased Bosa getting involved; believes Bosa should have been involved a long time 
ago. 



8

Fabio Rasotto
Key Themes: Capacity building, Creating a destination, Attracting 
youth, Creating a village, Shops and services, Financial security.

• As catering manager, has a problem now with space, frequently having to turn 
people away because there is no space. 

• The Centre has been starting to attract people from the community and needs to 
continue to do so. The community garden has been a big draw.

• Concerned that as current members age, banquets are reducing in numbers, and 
they are not attracting younger people.  

• An active piazza, events like dancing in the gardens and really good pizzas can 
attract young people and a broader range of people from the community to witness 
and participate in Italian culture. “My vision is for people from the whole region to say 
‘Let’s go to the Centre.’ It can be a village, a place where people go ‘home.’”

• Need to diversify the ICC’s services from catering and bingo. If there isn’t a banquet 
going on, there isn’t always a reason to come down. Music, ice cream, shops and 
more could to attract people to the new ICC all week. 

• A new hall could be modernized, with potential to subdivide it to have flexible 
spaces and multiple concurrent activities.
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Michael Murazzo 
Key Themes: Creating a destination, Shops and services, Creating a 
village, Visibility, Attracting youth, Culture, Language, Financial security.

• “Increased visibility for the Centre is key – people need to be able to see and hear 
this place. We need to catch the eye of the public.” Frontage on Grandview Highway 
is not being used. 

• “You have to give a reason to people to visit. There should be Italian brands, clothing, 
gelateria, and coffee bars. This can attract people of different cultures and ages.” 

• The notion of culture needs to be kept. “People visit places like the Venitian, Caesar’s 
Palace, and the Bellagio in Las Vegas because it represents Italy. In a sense, that’s 
what people feel here.” 

• “Language is fundamental to Italian history and culture.”

• Concerned about current income sources; expressed need to diversify, expanding 
services and income streams to the ICC. “If the Centre doesn’t grow it will die.”

• Expanded shops and residential apartments could be a good way to gain income for 
the Centre
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Artura Cusinato
Key Themes: Involving youth in process, Family, Creating a 
destination, Shops and services, Attracting youth, Culture, 
Volunteerism, Struggle and adversity, Creating a village, Operational 
continuity.

• Would like young people to be more involved in the planning process. “New 
generations have different ideas for how the place can be used.” 

• “The heart of the Centre? It’s family.” 

• “I’m very positive about this. I want what’s best for the Centre”

• Young people need to be attracted to the Centre if Italian culture is to be 
maintained. “Whatever we build, it has to be built to maintain our culture here.”

• Spoke of volunteerism and the sacrifice that went into making the place what it is, 
missing her anniversary and children’s birthdays to be at the Italian Centre. 

• Believes the future of the Centre could be similar to a village. 

• Concerned with new construction disrupting current services – continuity important. 

• Pleased with Bosa’s involvement. 
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Nick Ranzone
Key Themes: Volunteerism, Financial security, Involving youth in 
process, Attracting youth, Creating a destination.

• Involved in the construction and remodeling of the original Centre.

• “Volunteerism was central to the success of the place, part of what makes it what it is 
today. The Centre was built with volunteer work.” 

• Expressed that many members would be concerned with taking on debt, and would 
be more comfortable volunteering time. 

• Believes that younger people should take on key positions on the board in order to 
help steer this new venture. 

• Concerned with parts of the current facilities deteriorating. 

• The Centre needs to attract more than just Italians – it needs to attract people from 
the community at large.” 
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Michelle Ciovello
Key Themes: Involving youth in process, Volunteerism, Attracting 
youth, Financial security, Creating a destination, culture, Creating a 
village, Education.

• Expressed a desire to see the next generation more involved in this discussion and 
the planning process. 

• “The soul of this place is volunteering. It’s really kept me coming back.”  

• “The Italian Cultural Centre is a crazy place with a soul.”

• Lack of continuity has been a problem as people age – once they become teenagers 
there are no activities for them, so they stop coming.

• There is potential for activities on the site to be self-supporting and to raise money 
for the ICC if they are properly planned. 

• Activities should include music, arts and acting. If there were a performance centre or 
multimedia facility, people could have dinner before a show and a drink after. 

• “A new Centre gives us an opportunity to keep our culture alive, because the focus 
will always be Italian.”

• Building housing with two or three bedrooms could provide an opportunity for 
families to live in a good environment, with daycare, schooling and activities. “It could 
be a living village.”
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Celso Boscariol
Key Themes: Culture, Shops and services, Volunteerism, Creating a 
destination, Immigration history.

• Key to the Centre is preserving Italian culture. “That culture—that sense and desire to 
be Italian—that’s what we have to keep.”

• Spoke about his connection to Italy as a child. Said he wasn’t popular with 
homemade bread as a kid, but now that he’s older, he understands the value. Italian 
cars, shoes, and other goods draw people here, and can attract people to the Centre 
in the years to come. “Whatever we do it has to pay homage to that concept of 
Italianness”

• Spoke of the importance of volunteerism. “This place was built with the sweat of 
adventurous volunteers. They have built a platform for us to build upon.”

• Future development of the site will have to consider what appeals to the younger 
generation.

• Spoke of attracting people from outside the community – suggested engagement 
session with people who don’t visit the ICC regularly. 
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Future of the Italian Cultural Centre: 
Consultation Session #2

Date: Thursday, July 30, 2015

Attendees

Project Team

• Colin Bosa, Bosa Properties 

• Gregory Henriquez,  
Henriquez Partners Architects

• Patricia Tewfik,  
Henriquez Partners Architects

• Gary Pooni, Brook Pooni Associates

• Curranne Labercane,  
Brook Pooni Associates

Italian Cultural Centre 

• Mauro Vescera 

• Luca Citton

• Georgio Gasparro

Participants/Contributors

• Guido Checcinel

• Carmen D’Onofrio

• Maria Pagnan

• Pietro Calendino

• Carmelina Cusano

• Rino Vultaggio

• Rudi Bonora

• Dino Pagnan

• Sandra Gangne

• Lia Como

• Gemma Scotton

Not In Attendance

• Cristina Fogale

• Al Botteselle

• Ray Culos

• Steve Comin

• Luigi Unti
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Summary of Team Comments
The discussion began with a brief introduction to all participants and to the project. 
This covered the process to date, early discussions that have taken place regarding the 
vision and future of the Italian Cultural Centre, as well as the relationship between the 
Italian Cultural Centre (ICC) and Bosa, Henriquez Partners Architects and Brook Pooni 
Associates. 

Participants were then invited to share their personal experiences and discuss what 
possibilities they envision for the future of the ICC.  

The project team also discussed their involvement and knowledge of other cultural 
centres, and how they compare to the ICC. Some centres are wildly successful (e.g. San 
Francisco), while other centres have not fared as well (e.g. Buenos Aires). The project 
team also discussed retail and transit-oriented opportunities, in general terms, as well as 
ideas for public art (e.g. computer that delivers family history print out).

Summaries of Contributor Comments

Emergent Themes

• Attracting youth (8)

• Involving youth in process (6)

• Community (6)

• Creating a destination (7)

• Culture (5)

• Volunteerism (4)

• Shops and services (4)

• Financial security and growth (3)

• Creating a village (3)

• Family (3)

• Education (3)

• Children (3)

• Capacity building (3)

• Language (3)

• Immigration (2)

• Visibility (2)

• ICC history (1)
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Rudi Bonora

Key Themes: Attracting youth, Involving youth in the process.

• “Long” history with the ICC.

• Expressed a positive attitude toward redevelopment – “no problems, only 
challenges”.

• “Young people need to take part at the ICC.”

Maria Pagnan
Key Themes: Attracting youth, Shops and services, Involving youth in 
the process, Community.

• President of the Vincentini Cultural Society of BC and member of the ComitES-
advisory group to the Italian Consulate.

• Spoke of how young people don’t seem to be attracted to ICC; hard to bring them 
in to participate.

• “I envision seniors’ housing at the new ICC, along with complementary services (e.g. 
dentist/doctors offices).”

• Took a friend from the Chinese community on a tour and he was so impressed with 
the ICC and what the Italian community had built.
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Carmelina Cusano
Key Themes: Creating a destination, Financial security and growth, 
Shops and services, Community, ICC history, Visibility, Creating a 
village.

• 37 years of involvement with the ICC; member of ComitES-advisory group to the 
Italian Consulate.

• “Build it, they will come” attitude. 

• “I am all for moving ahead with new ICC, and ready to move beyond politics of the 
past.”

• “We have trust in you [project team]. You go ahead. You’re the experts.”

• In favour of expanded services (e.g. doctors/dentist offices) at new ICC.

Carmen D’Onofrio
Key Themes: Culture, Creating a destination, Attracting youth, 
Creating a village, Shops and services, Involving youth in process, 
Family, Education, Children, Community, Language.

• President of the Commercial Drive Business Association and co-founder of Italian 
Days.

• Expressed the need to make the ICC and its events/activities relevant to next 
generation.

• Important for children to take part in ICC activities (e.g. son goes to language pre-
school).

• Need strong leadership to carry out vision for new ICC

• “I envision a school, recreation facility, hotel, museum/theatre and commercial space 
at the new ICC – and not just for Italians, but for everyone who appreciates Italian 
culture.”
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Rino Vultaggio
Key Themes: Culture, Attracting youth, Involving youth in the process, 
Community, , Creating a destination, Volunteerism.

• Rino was the only media person promoting Italian in the ‘70s, relied on donations 
and volunteers to make Marco Polo work; an original founder of the ICC.

• “People can’t believe what we have at ICC”.

• “The Centre is a dream come true.”

• Expressed the importance of having the new generation to participate at ICC.

• “Open to anything that makes sense, and anything that is better than the present.”

• Acknowledged a new wave of Italians coming to Vancouver, due to the economic 
crisis.

• Doesn’t want to lose ability to “celebrate” – current property does not disturb 
neighbours – this will be important for future development.

Guido Checcinel

Key Themes: Culture.

• Asked about project team’s cultural involvement.
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Pietro Calendino
Key Themes: Creating a village, Shops and services, Attracting youth, 
Financial security and growth, Creating a destination, Education, 
Children, Language, Capacity Building, Visibility, Community, 
Immigration.

• Burnaby City Councillor since 2005.

• “I would like the new ICC to be a complete community. We currently missing 
recreation facilities, shops and homes for all ages.” 

• The ICC needs to attract youth with appropriate events.

• Noted the importance of accounting for ICC debt.

• “The new Cultural Centre needs to be the focal point of the new development.”

• The ICC currently offers Italian school to 160 students; a pre-school program (full with 
waiting list); an Italian youth group (youth work with Montessori School students on 
Italian language classes); and a program for Italian immigrants looking to find work.

• In favour of providing additional programming, such as  a daycare, a gymnasium, 
and / or sports opportunities at the new Centre.

• “The Centre needs to be superior to what is offered elsewhere, in order to encourage 
people to come in from different municipalities.”
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Gemma Scotton
Key Themes: Financial security and growth, Family, Attracting youth, 
Involving youth in the process, Volunteerism, Language, Culture.

• Key concern is debt and finances; concerned ICC taking on too much risk.

• Active volunteer in the community.

• Acknowledged that it’s hard for young people to become involved due to school, 
work and childcare commitments; also acknowledged that many young people 
don’t want to spend time volunteering. 

• Stressed the importance of family and Italian language to culture and ICC 
community.

Sandra Gange
Key Themes: Creating a destination, Attracting youth, Volunteerism, 
Family, Children, Community, Capacity building.

• Volunteer at ICC for 25 years.

• Sandra’s kids give back on Sundays when they can.

• “I’m positive about the new ICC moving forward.”
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Lia Como
Key Themes: Culture, Creating a destination, Volunteerism.

• Grew up 10 blocks from the ICC – participated in several Italian classes (and other 
classes) as a child; now volunteering her time (filming movie(s) about consultation 
process).

• Willing to support new initiative – “If there is an opportunity to do something, then 
why not?”

• Wants the ICC to have a legacy.

Georgio Gasparro
Key Themes: Capacity building, Attracting youth, Involving youth in 
process, Education, Creating a destination.

• Board member; participated in the former inter-regional soccer league (supported 
by the ICC).

• “Everyone has something to lend to the Centre.”

• Envisions a state of the art centre for education.

• See sports as a way to encourage young people to get more involved.
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Future of the Italian Cultural Centre: 
Consultation Session #3
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2015

Attendees

Project Team

• Colin Bosa, Bosa Properties 

• Gregory Henriquez,  
Henriquez Partners Architects

• Patricia Tewfik,  
Henriquez Partners Architects

• Gary Pooni, Brook Pooni Associates

• Curranne Labercane,  
Brook Pooni Associates

• Kara Matheson,  
Brook Pooni Associates

• Kirk McLean, Brook Pooni Associates

Italian Cultural Centre

• Mauro Vescera 

• Luca Citton

Participants/Contributors

• Anna Maria Zampoero 
Pan

• Andreino Citton

• Rosa Citton

• Franco Tessari

• Ernesto Salvi

• Sarah Gatiss-Brown

• Alberto Botteselle

• Lia Como (filming)

• Jamie Cirotto

• Claudio Corra

• Rinaldo Finamore

• Joe Cuzzetto

• Cristina Fogale

Not In Attendance

• Anna Foschi

• Valentino Serviziati

• Edward Fontana

• Berta Fontana

• Amanuela Rossi

• Susdan Bertoia
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Summary of Team Comments
The discussion began with a brief introduction to all participants and to the project. 
This covered the process to date, early discussions that have taken place regarding the 
vision and future of the Italian Cultural Centre, as well as the relationship between the 
Italian Cultural Centre (ICC) and Bosa, Henriquez Partners Architects and Brook Pooni 
Associates. 

Participants were then invited to share their personal experiences and discuss what 
possibilities they envision for the future of the ICC.  

The project team provided general comments on mixed-use opportunities, and 
providing the Cultural Centre as a place not only for the Italian community, but as an 
asset for the neighbourhood.

• Attracting youth (5)

• Creating a destination (4)

• Creating a village (4) 

• Community (4)

• Culture (3)

• ICC history (3)

• Involving youth in process (3)

• Shops and services (2)

• Volunteerism (2)

• Struggle and adversity (2)

• Financial security and growth (1)

• Family (1)

• Education (1)

• Children (1)

• Immigration (1)

Summaries of Contributor Comments
Emergent Themes
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Ernesto Salvi
Key themes: Creating a destination, creating a village.

• Long history with the ICC (18 years).

• The ICC was the first place he visited when he came to Canada.

• Refers to the ICC as his “second home.”

• “The ICC is a meeting place - an anchor – a place to meet people and friends.”

• “The Centre is alive.”

• “I imagine a new Centre with piazza, a place that becomes a destination for people.”

Franco Tessari
Key Themes: Attracting youth, 
Creating a village, Community, 
Creating a destination.

• Considers the ICC as his “second home” 
because of the people and events (e.g. 
wedding, funerals, other events).

• Believes the park is an asset to the ICC, and 
the new ICC should utilize its beauty

• Young people should be drawn to the ICC, 
and amenities should be catered accordingly.

• Acknowledged that added density is needed 
to achieve a village like setting to draw in the 
community.

• In favour of having a piazza.

• “We could make better connections to the 
park and connect edges between Casa Serna 
and Villa Carital.”
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Anna Maria Zampieri Pan
Key Themes: Culture, Creating a destination, 
Attracting youth, Involving youth in process, 
ICC history, Shops and services.

• Part of the Association of Italian Canadian Writers.

• Worked in social services for 21 years.

• Knows what worked before is not relevant now to the 
youth.

• “There was ‘no passing of the torch’ to the younger 
generation.”

• Wants to attract the younger generation, believes 
there is not a strong enough presence of the young 
people. “We need to find out what motivates the 
youth and offer opportunities at the Centre for them 
to be involved.”

• Spoke of the need to incorporate retail and cafés, 
and use social media to draw in the younger 
generation.

• Wants the spirit of the Centre to be maintained.

Alberto Botteselle
Key Themes: Creating a destination, Culture, ICC history, Struggle 
and adversity, Volunteerism, Creating a village.

• Spent 6 years in construction of the ICC and 4 years on the board.

• “We didn’t have a lot of money, instead the Centre was built on abundant time and 
energy.” Stressed the importance of volunteers as key to maintaining what the ICC is 
today.

• “People would come from work and then start their “second job” building the 
Centre.”

• Continued his involvement with the ICC because it was a big part of his father’s life.

• Takes pride in the Italian culture and wants to see people drawn in to the new ICC to 
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Andreino Citton
Key Themes: Involving youth in the process, Community, Culture, 
ICC history, Struggle and adversity, Financial security and growth, 
Attracting youth, Volunteersim.

• Andreino was on the ICC board from 1982 – 1987 and President 1986/1987.

• “Meetings would run until 2am - we were worried where the next payment would 
come from.”

• Acknowledges that construction needs to take place to revitalize the ICC.

• Would like to see the new generation participate at ICC.

• Wants to have young people involved in the process; some younger people are now 
volunteering for board positions.

• Believes it is important to ensure that the legacy of the Centre survives.

• “We need to move forward on a new vision for the Centre and we need to dream big.”

Rosa Citton
Key Themes: Involving youth 
in the process, Community, 
Culture, Immigration, ICC 
history, Seniors, Attracting youth.

• Rosa was on the ICC board for 25 
years.

• Acknowledged more Italians are 
coming to Canada, and wants to 
have a better Centre for them to 
enjoy.

• “The Centre has done a good job at 
providing for seniors.”

• Expressed the need to attract youth 
and to ask them what they want to 
see at the Centre. “ Youth should find 
the Centre a place where they can 
connect.”
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Sarah Gatiss-Brown
Key Themes: Education, Attracting youth, Children, Community, 
Shops and services, Creating a village, Family.

• Teacher at the Montessori School.

• School has expanded from 7 children to 100 children (pre-school to grade 7).

• Sees the need for education and daycare on site.

• Wants the new Centre to have access to a sports facility for students.

• “Currently there is nothing attracting families and the younger generation.”

• The new ICC she bring the community together - including both the Italian 
community and the neighbourhood at large.

• Suggested cafés be built to create a gathering place for the community.
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Future of the Italian Cultural Centre; 
Consultation Session #4
Date: Thursday, September 3, 2015

Attendees

Project Team

• Colin Bosa, Bosa Properties 

• Gregory Henriquez,  
Henriquez Partners Architects

• Patricia Tewfik,  
Henriquez Partners Architects

• Gary Pooni, Brook Pooni Associates

• Curranne Labercane,  
Brook Pooni Associates

• Kara Matheson, Brook Pooni 
Associates

Italian Cultural Centre

• Mauro Vescera 

• Luca Citton

• Giorgio Gasparro

Participants/Contributors

• Joe Cuzzetto

• Antonietta Zanata

• Joe Finamore

• Susan Bertoia

• Mike Cuccione

• Mike Lombardi

• Joe Rea

• Leonard Bruno

• Jamie Cirotto

• Fiorella Heywood

• Lidia Ranallo

• Peter Casano

• Kenny Vinucci

• Randy Rinaldo

• Steven Comin

• Frank Aiello

• Angela Mianardi

• Luigi Unti

Not In Attendance

• John Teti

• Vito Bruno

• Ray Culos

• Carlo Piccolo

• Tamara Mainardi

• Gina Bruno

• Vittorino Dal Cengio

• Dan Tucci

• Armando Esposito
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Summary of Team Comments
The discussion began with a brief introduction to all participants and to the project. 
This covered the process to date, early discussions that have taken place regarding the 
vision and future of the Italian Cultural Centre, as well as the relationship between the 
Italian Cultural Centre (ICC) and Bosa, Henriquez Partners Architects, and Brook Pooni 
Associates. 

Participants were then invited to share their personal experiences and discuss what 
possibilities they envision for the future of the ICC.  

The project team provided general comments on mixed-use opportunities, the 
importance of retail and a grocer, the opportunities for residents of rental/condos to 
provide income for Centre, and the opportunity to deliver the Cultural Centre as a world-
class destination.

Summaries of Contributor Comments
Emergent Themes

• Creating a destination (12)

• Community (11)

• Attracting youth (7)

• Creating a village (6)

• Culture (5)

• Shops and services (5)

• Education (5)

• Children (5)

• Financial security and growth (4)

• Family (3)

• ICC history (3)

• Volunteerism (1)

• Language (1)

• Parking (1)
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Mike Cuccione
Key Themes: Community, Attracting youth, Culture, Creating a 
destination, Family, Children.

• Mike has been part of the ICC since it was built and views the centre as a place for 
the community to come together.

• Recognizes the community is very multi-cultural, and wants to draw other 
communities to the Centre, but also believes it is important to keep the Centre’s 
identity “Italian”.

• Preference to see the new development as a place to visit with children.

• “How do we attract the youth - a school, a gymnasium, arts classes?”

Joe Rea
Key Themes: Attracting youth, Creating a village, Community, 
Creating a destination.

• Stressed the importance of having sports facilities and groups on-site.

• “My biggest concern is that youth are not involved. We need programming to bring 
them in.”

• Stated how the ICC is very fragmented, and people only come for their own reasons. 

• Envisions different societies and groups coming together at the new Centre.
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Luigi Unti
Key Themes: Parking.

• Stressed how important it was to have enough parking stalls at the Centre.

Fiorella Heywood
Key Themes: Creating a destination, Attracting youth, Children, 
Family.

• “We need to draw in young families with children.”

• Communication is key - teachers and instructors working in the ICC could 
communicate more with the parents to create greater engagement with the Centre.

• “We have so much to offer and give.”

• Believes advertising will boost the number of visitors to the Centre.
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Joe Cuzzetto
Key Themes: Creating a destination, Attracting youth.

• Recognized that new programming needs to attract all generations.

• Suggested to look into the models of other ICC locations across Canada to see 
types of activities that are most successful.

Susan Bertoia
Key Themes: Involving youth in the process, Community, Financial 
security and growth, Creating a destination.

• Asked the question “What would you put in a world-class Centre?”

• Envisions dance studios and arts professionals in the Centre to create a more vibrant 
space.

• Acknowledges there is a lack of theatres and arts space studios in Vancouver, and 
providing these at the ICC would mean more revenue for the Centre.

• Strong advocate for artist in residence space.

• Suggested that a café where parents could go while waiting for their kids to finish 
programming would be successful.

• Commented on the Italian Gardens as a good model of a park; noted the fountain 
as a central feature.
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Randy Rinaldo
Key Themes: Education, Creating a destination, Shops and services, 
Financial and security growth, Creating a village.

• Some of his fondest memories are at the ICC.

• Would be pleased to see a piazza, where people could gather on any given night for 
pizza and gelato.

• “We have a lot to sell. Everyone loves Italian food, clothes and cars.”

• “The only thing Italian about the current Centre is the people (not the architecture).”

• Suggested Italian shops and services would bring people in.

• Stressed that experience is what keeps people coming back.

• Wants the design to be similar to Newport Village and the Amazing Brentwood.

Frank Aiello
Key Themes: Community, Culture, Attracting youth, Children, Family, 
Shops and services, Creating a village.

• Stressed the importance of the ICC drawing in families and children.

• Cafés, restaurants and arts programming it would create a “meeting place”.

• “Theatre and sports would bring people to the Centre.”

• Would also like to see a gymnasium and pizzeria.
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Angela Mianardi
Key Themes: Culture, Community, Volunteerism, Financial security 
and growth, Creating a destination, ICC history.

• Father founded Columbus Soccer.

• “If the Centre wants to grow, we need to bring everyone in.”

• “We need to find activities that appeal to the greater group.”

• Noted how the community was stronger before; everyone would always come 
together to help one another and get things done.

• Acknowledged how programming needs to be done to draw in all cultures, not just 
the Italian community.

Leonard Bruno
Key Themes: Education, Community, Culture, Language, Shops and 
services, Creating a village.

• Wants the ICC  be more of a community centre for all cultures; yet still have a strong 
sense of Italian heritage.

• “I would like to see the Italian Cultural Centre have various architecture, coffee shops, 
a gym and multi-purpose rooms.”

• Believes in the importance of promoting the Italian language.
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Peter Casano
Key Themes: Education, Community, Creating a village, Attracting the 
youth, Children.

• “We need to bring in the future generation.”

• Acknowledged the main reason the ICC is not being utilized by the younger 
generations is because they are too busy, and do not have enough time.

• Suggested to “bring to the ICC what you would bring your kids to.”

• Gyms, dance lessons, arts, cooking lessons and soccer would bring in not only the 
youth, but also their parents.

Mike Lombardi
Key Themes: Education, Community, Culture, Attracting the youth, 
Children, Shops and services, Creating a destination.

• The new ICC could be a place where people can experience Italy in Vancouver. “Let 
people find Italy here.”

• Culture, food, and fashion should be promoted and displayed.

• Neighbours of the ICC should be consulted to hear what they want since proximity is 
everything.

• Noted that a variety of programming is needed to satisfy everyone from kids to 
seniors (e.g. theatre, gymnasium).
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Steven Comin
Key Themes: Shops and services, Creating a destination, Creating a 
village.

• “The new ICC should be a destination that people want to visit.”

• Believes retail stores will boost traffic to the Centre.

Kenny Vinucci
Key Themes: Community, Creating a destination, ICC history.

• The ICC began as a place where people came to be around other people who 
spoke Italian - a place of comfort.

• “I want the new ICC to be a destination that people must see.”

• Asked how many high-rises would be included in the plans.

Joe Finamore
Key Themes: Education, Community, Creating a destination, Shop 
and services.

• “The Italian Cultural Centre is my second home.”

• Suggested that classes, exhibits, soccer fields and more facilities will draw in more 
people

• “Lets go with the most feasible, biggest attraction.”
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Jamie Cirotto
Key Themes: Community, Creating a destination, ICC history.

• ”I’m very excited about the future of the ICC.”

• “People will come if it’s the best”

• Views the new Centre as way to have the Italian community come back together.

• The key is programming, and soccer will bring and keep people coming.

• Extremely proud of heritage and wants the new centre to showcase Italian culture.

• “Let’s get this going.”

Antonietta Zanata
Key Themes: Financial security 
and growth.

• “We need to ask the City for their 
support, as we have in the past.”

Giorgio Gasparro
Key Themes: N/A

• “There is an opportunity to make 
something special.”

Lidia Ranallo
Key Themes: N/A

• “I think it is a very good idea to renew.”


